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◈ Why nursing? 
 

◈ The pros/cons of being a student 
nurse 
 

◈ Why should I stay in Ireland? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I bet you’re all wondering who am I, what is the funny accent from (and this is the part that everybody loves), and what am I going to talk about and why is it important? Good news is that I am just about answer these questions. I’m Italian, born and raised there, and came to Ireland to become a nurse. I am part of only 3% of Non-Irish Nursing New Entrants and this is important to know because Ireland is a destination for non-irish willing to become nurses, and that’s amazing! So, I stepped in the School of Nursing, as a general student nurse in 2015, and am now currently in my internship in Beaumont Hospital. I stand here with a message, I bring my experience to you as a student nurse, what brought me here and what brings me forward, the pros and cons in this journey and why I think newgraduates should stay. My first patient was my grandad. Just a few weeks after I turned 19, as I came back from my oral exam as part of my leaving cert, he started to decline rapidly. He had throat cancer for years, and that was the beginning of his last week. Me, my mum, and my grandma took cared for him that week tirelessly, at home where he died.
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◈ Who are these Giants? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the essence of why I wanted to become a nurse then and now: I wanted to do more, I wanted to do more for the people that are suffering and dying. This is why I am not happy with just enough to pass, because these people deserve more than that. My grandad was my giant, my lecturers and my preceptors have been my giants, my mother coming home from her shift telling me the stories of these people is my giant. And they all allowed me to stand on their shoulders to see beyond and reach further, reach the hands of my patients needing tender loving care. Being a student isn’t easy at all, the harder the shift the better nurse I became. And after a long though shift, with aching legs, driving miles, coming back to a cold house without heating, having to pay bills with little money in the bank account and facing a great deal of solitude was and is still then balanced by everything I do as a nurse for my patients. In this journey I learned life and its value, and this is priceless. From birth to death, I saw how much appreciation for life my patients had and how much they held onto it, how much they valued it, while barely having any organs left in their bodies and still fighting their disease. On the other hand I also saw how much hate for life other patients had, coming in after an overdose, wishing this suffering had ended. I am one of the nurses here in Ireland, and I want to alleviate the suffering of our people here in Ireland. They need us, and, as we all know, they need the best of us at all times. 



Where did Irish 2015 Nursing Graduates go for 
Employment? 

Destination % 

Ireland 96% 

Great 
Br itain  2% 

Other  2%  

(Higher  Education Author ity 2017) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maybe they will stay here for a few months, or a year and then move one. However, this time is crucial. As a future new graduate I expect to be supported and valued as much as possible for me to be kept here in this Country, and fortunately for me, this has already happened. Here in DCU I have been offered many unique opportunities to grow professionally before I could even think of graduation, and this made me understand how learning from solid and interesting resources, mostly including people that are eager to give and advance others, has brought me forward and has increased my confidence, my value. I’m not even finished with my internship and I was offered the opportunity to be a research assistant and contribute to write a research article. When I think about this amazing thing, pluck myself out of the Irish context and drop into the Italian one, I think I could never be where I am now, achieving what I have achieved so far. I owe all that I have become to this country, I will stay in Ireland, because here I’ve been valued greatly like never before and I am very thankful for the opportunities and the success I’ve achieved. My wish is that this 96% will continue to stay, will feel as valued as I feel. So I have a little message for you all...http://hea.ie/assets/uploads/2017/09/HEA-Nursing-Fact-Sheet.pdf 



Here is my message for you 

"If I have seen further it is by 
standing on the shoulders of 

Giants." 
Isaac Newton  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
My wish is that this 96% will continue to stay, and I’ve a little message for you all...



Be our giants, strongly and humbly 
hold us upon your shoulders 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be our giants, be strong (be patient) and humbly hold us upon your shoulders. I thank you for all the contribution you have brought to us, student nurses, and to every patient out there.
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Thanks! 

Any questions?  
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