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General Information 
Nurse Referral for Radiological Procedures (ONMSD) - healthservice.ie

https://healthservice.hse.ie/about-us/onmsd/onmsd/specific-programmes/referral-medical-ionising-radiation-procedures.html


https://assets.hse.ie/media/documents/ncr/20250410_HSE_NG_Nurse_authority_to_refer_for_radiological_procedues.pdf



Legislation

• EU Directive 2013/59/EURATOM

Transposed into Irish law via S.I. No. 256 of 2018

• S.I. No. 256 of 2018, the term “Prescriber” was 

changed to “Referrer

• Section 4 (1) (a) to refer a patient/service user for 

“medical radiological procedures” to a practitioner

• HIQA (S.I No. 256 ) (S.I No. 528 of 2022)

- Monitors compliance and conducts inspections

- Oversees clinical audit (S.I. 528 of 2022) & 

justification of procedures 

• EPA (S.I 30 No. of 2019)

- Authorises facilities and issues licences 

- Ensures public and worker radiation protection 

• Additional Amendments

- S.I. No 332 & S.I. No. 413 2019, S.I. 29 No. 2023

Appendices 2 & 3 of the guideline



Radiological Modalities
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Zotero Report : 22 documents

Summary of Evidence

Appendix 6

As nurses take on new 

roles & responsibilities 

the authority & ability to 

refer for radiological 

procedures has 

improved both access 

and the timeliness of 

interventions for those 

seeking treatment 

(Kearns, 2023,Unac et al., 

2010) 

Use no more 

resources, are 

safe & 

acceptable 

Considine et al. 

(2019) 

Clarity about the 

extended scope is 

central to 

organisational 

readiness (Elliott et 

al., 2024)

Increased

accuracy & 

appropriateness 

in requesting 

radiographic 

procedures 

(Considine et al., 

2013).

The HSE NRPC 

(2024) launched 

two eLearning

programmes “an 

introduction to 

radiation safety 

awareness” & 

“ionising radiation 

protecting our 

patients in 

healthcare”

HSE NRPC (2024)

identified that:

- Nurse referrers 

were referring for 

a wide range of

diagnostic imaging 

procedures. 

- Increasing need for 

nurses/,midwives to 

take on extended 

role of referrer to 

meet service demand 

Participate in 

appropriate CPD to 

maintain & develop 

professional 

competence (NMBI 

2021,2025)



Governance



Clinical Audit 

Nurse Referral for Radiological Procedures (ONMSD) - healthservice.ie

https://healthservice.hse.ie/about-us/onmsd/onmsd/specific-programmes/referral-medical-ionising-radiation-procedures.html
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